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Kathryn Miller

Director

Dear choir students and families, 
Welcome back! Each year I enjoy getting to know all of my students for their gifts (musical and non) and what they strive to challenge themselves in. My goal is to create meaningful experiences for you/your children that make a lasting impression on their musical journey. I want the students to strive for their best and be well-rounded musicians as well as to be able to make a connection to the music they are studying and with the audience. We are a performing art, so we do have performances out of school hours. It gives us a chance to show what we have learned and to connect that music with others. 

 This handbook explains the nuts and bolts of the class, but my hope is that the experience is much more than the following pages. I have a webpage for choir and general music. You will find pictures, general information, dates, fun and education music websites, curriculum and assignments as they become available. Please feel free to visit my work in progress at: http://kickapoomusicmix.yolasite.com
I look foreword to another fantastic year and thank you in advance for your enthusiasm, dedication, patience and support!
                    Sincerely, Kathryn Miller           608-627-0172  
 kmiller@kickapoo.k12.wi.us 

Objectives of the Choral Program

· To teach comprehensive musicianship through performance.

· To teach music history and theory.

· To develop basic musical and performance skills.

· To develop vocal skills and knowledge pertinent to each individual and how to use that knowledge when       singing in a group.

· To provide musical needs of the school and community.

· To provide students a means of self-expression and enjoyment.

· To foster leadership skills in each student.

· To develop the feeling of being a responsible member of a group.

· To educate each student to meet the standards set forth for music education by the state and national levels.
Required concert attire
· To achieve a uniform look we ask that each student has a white blouse or dress shirt and black pants/skirt for concerts. Skirts should be to the knee. 

· Please also find black dress shoes (no flip flops or heels more than two inches). 
· Other attire specified at a later date may be asked for our swing choir and pops concerts.

Concert Etiquette Expectations

For a great concert experience here are a few rules of etiquette so all can enjoy the concert. 

· Stay seated while a piece is being played or sung.

· For the enjoyment of other audience members and concentration for our performers, please remove crying/noisy children.
· For the courtesy of all performers, students are asked to stay for the entire concert and sit in designated reserved areas.
· Please respect fellow performers and refrain from speaking or making noise. 

· Students should be ready to warm-up on time.
Remember these are your concerts so make them something you are proud of!
Classroom Rules

· I will help create a “welcoming environment” where each person is treated with respect and dignity, and each person’s worth is valued and honored.

· I will participate willingly and actively in the learning process, contributing my part to the success of the whole group.

· I will remember to have and open and receptive mind, and try new things so I can be the best I can be. 
· I will work to improve my knowledge of music and my skills of vocal production.
If there are classroom issues the student and I will have a conference. If things do not improve a call home will be made. 

Middle School Grading 
Summative Assessments  
(tests, projects, or performances that measure complete understanding)
Public Performance: 

· Required Middle School Choir performances include: Veterans Day, winter concert, swing contest, large group concert, pops concert, large group contest, Memorial Day.
· Students participating in a non-required event may receive extra credit or points toward a lesson: solo and ensemble and honors choir.

· Students excused from a performance will have an alternate assignment to complete. Reasons to be excused may be for: illness (note from doctor), family emergency, prior family/school commitment with written note from parents at least two weeks ahead of concert. If your student is ill or a family emergency arises, please call me in a timely manner and leave a message on my voice mail or e-mail as well as a signed note. Students who fail to attend concerts without a valid excuse can only receive up to 50% of the points if a make-up assignment is completed in a timely and scholarly manner. See Mrs. Miller to discuss this if you miss a concert. Remember that choir is a team effort and each person is important to the sound, balance and group support.
Summative Class Projects/ Activities: 

· Projects and activities may include but are not limited to: compositions, projects, voice tests, and written tests. 

Formative Assessments 
(Assignments/activities for practice or to measure progress)

Class Assignments/ Activities: 

· Projects and activities may include but are not limited to: written in-class constructed responses, improvisation, creative writing, research, music theory homework, journals, worksheets, lessons and quizzes on related music studied. 
Participation
Class Participation: 

· Participation is an important part of a group music experience. *see participation rubric created by the students
· Students will need their own pencil in the choir room at every class!
Students who are in middle school choir all 3 years should learn basics of the following: 

Sight singing, music theory, music history, sing and learn about varied genres and historical periods of music, vocal health, vocal anatomy, musical terms, composition, sing in different languages, have opportunities for solo/small ensemble/ large ensemble performance, should be able to hold their part with two other voices. (A more detailed curriculum map is located on my website.)

Middle School Choir Dates 2018/2019
* required participation/ Please put these on your calendar as soon as possible!
Saturday, Sept. 29th – Pizza Making Day- Fundraiser (sale sheets due Sept. 17th )
*Wednesday, Nov. 7th Veterans Day: during school

*Monday, Dec. 17th: MS/HS Winter Concert @ 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 21st: M.S. Solo and Ensemble @ Kickapoo (optional)

* Monday, Mar. 11th Piano/Swing/Jazz large ensembles @ Westby
            
*Wednesday, April 17th -Large Group Festival @ Westby- during school day
*Monday, April 22nd- Large Group Concert @ 7:30 p.m.

*Monday, May 13th: Pops Concert @ 7:30 p.m.

*Monday, May 27th: Memorial Day- Readstown and Viola 
